
Stewart `Stewie' Edward Wallis was the youngest son of six children born to 
Merle Neasloss and David Wallis.

Born in 1988, Stewart was just ® ve years old when his family moved from Port 
Alberni to Klemtu on Swindle Island, home of the Kitasoo/Xai'xais Nation.  
Stewart spent his early childhood ® shing and playing with his ® ve siblings 
and many cousins. He was a shy boy but his sense of humor won him many 
friends, as well as the adoration of the community.

Stewart attended Kitasoo Community School and it was there he learned to 
speak his grandmother's native tongue. He eventually became so  ̄uent he 
could carry conversations with the Community Chiefs and Elders who honored 
him with his native name, `White Bear', because of his fair skin and his 
impressive skill with the language. 

At age eight, Stewart moved to Victoria with his father, two of his brothers 
(David, Andrew) and his little sister Hayley.  He joined the Air Cadets and 
dreamed of one day becoming a pilot. A few years later, Stewart got the 
chance to  ̄y a plane on a trip to Bella Bella.  

Stewart was proud of his aboriginal heritage and his most recent 
achievement of obtaining his learners' driver's license. He loved camping, 
basketball, playing the drums, scuba diving, displaying his magical tricks and 
impersonations. Most of all `Stewie' loved to make people laugh.

He will always be remembered by family and friends for his big smile and 
warm heart.

With the generous support of Marine Harvest Canada, Stewart's family 
established a scholarship in memory of their son. 

The scholarship shall be awarded annually to the top academic student 
graduating from Grade 12 from Kitasoo Community School, located in 
Klemtu, B.C. To be eligible, the student must be proceeding to post-secondary 
education at either North Island College or any other post-secondary 
institution in B.C. Upon demonstration of registration at either North Island 
College or the post-secondary institution of their choice, the recipient will be 
issued a cheque for the amount of the scholarship.
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